As a result of the first year of this project, the documented area of native grasslands in the Peace River region has more than tripled. Conservation efforts should target the medium (10.1-30 ha) and large (30.1-65.0 ha) remnants first, as collectively they contribute the greatest area (87%), and should be easier to manage and maintain at a self-functioning size.
The smaller remnants, which are the majority of sites, offer management challenges, which will require unique strategies to maintain them in their natural state. In the future we will apply proven techniques of locating remnants from the pilot project to the entire white (settled) zone of the Northwest region. Continued work to further understand the relationship between butterflies and the native grassland on which they live, will be important to fill the current knowledge gaps that exist. The discovery of many new sites indicated that there is a need to work with landowners to conserve and maintain native grasslands that remain in the Peace Parkland region. Conservation of the sites through stewardship will become the primary means of protecting remnant native grasslands of the Peace Parkland region.
INTRODUCTION
Grasslands, which were once extensive and contiguous throughout the Peace River region, are now confined to small, scattered remnants in the uplands, and larger areas on south and west facing slopes of the Peace River and its tributaries (Alberta Environmental Protection 1997) . Based on early survey data from Bezanson (1907), Kelly (1910) , Macoun (1904) , Mair (1908) , and Wright (1930) There has been little opportunity to study the grasslands of northern Alberta, and they are often overlooked in reference material and maps. The lack of information about native grasslands in the uplands of the Peace Parkland has also precluded their inclusion in recent descriptions and management recommendations of grasslands found in the Peace River Parkland, and these recommendations are restricted to the plant communities found on the river slopes; e.g. "Guide to using native plants in Reclamation" (Gerling et al. 1999) , and "Range Health Assessment" (Adams et al. 2000 
